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Illuminated lies
Conspiracy theorists always have a good storyline to make their audience believe in fictitious claims. The matter of the Illuminati is one such story. While there is some truth to their origin, the current claim that they are a group out to impose a New World Order is ludicrous at best. Theorists claim that the Illuminati are an interconnected group of people that control the world through covert affairs. This secret society has ties to all institutions of power from governments to movie stars and the music industry (Howells pg 22). 
    Millions of YouTube videos on the Illuminati claim the use symbols such as the Eye of Horus as evidence of their existence. Music videos of famous artists are analyzed for these symbols. Moreover, theorists lift statements of prominent people such as the John F Kennedy, Michael Jackson or George Bush out of context to further their agenda (Dice pg 45). However, Illuminati proponents will still claim that the Illuminati are everywhere but nowhere and that their power is far reaching and they influence the cause of events in the world, without credible evidence. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]    The current Illuminati makes a mockery of why the original group was created. In 1777, the Bavarian Illuminati was designed to eliminate corruption, advocate for separation of state and church and reduce superstition. Historians claim that some of their ideologies conceptualized the French Revolution (Macor pg 5). The current Illuminati, as many claim, seems to advocate for all that the original group was against. 
 Many disenfranchised people believe the Illuminati are to blame for their predicaments (Marrs pg 104). Explaining the success of an artist, a politician or a government policy as the influence of the Illuminati is shallow and superstitious. It is a simpleton excuse for those who do not understand how power, influence, and success are achieved.  
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